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The list includes about 32 tracts,
totaling 895,000 acres and scattered
around the state, that the state shauld
consider buying, according to John:
Glenn, chief planner for the state
Division of Outdoor Recreation and
chief author of the plan.

Not all the tracts might be for sale, he
said, and no estimate Jias be«’y made of
the. cost of buying what Anip,ht be
available.

- Capitol News Bureau

The U.S. Department of Interior cited
Louisiana today for drafting “by far the
best plan in the nation" for buying up
wetlands for preservation,

Gov. Buddy Roemer accepted an
award, known as “Take Pride in
America,’ from a federal official who
praised the practicality of the plan,
which was completed a few months

before Roemer took office,

“This i3 a plan Louisiana can really
implement . . . It's not piein the sky,”
said Rick Smith, associate regional
director for the National Park Service,
which made the award after rating
Louisiana’s plan best among all other
states that submitted one,  *

“Louisiana’s wetlands plan is deemed
£0 good that is is being offered to other
States as a model for conscientious and
expert wetlands preservation,” Smith
aid,

Roemer said the list of potential land
purchases is a first step in a long and
cxpensive effort to protect Louisiana's
vast but vanishing swamps and
marshes, '

Roemer acknowledged that tight
state finances will prevent as many
wetlands buys as he would like,

However, he sald, having the nation’s
best acquisition plan puls Leuisiana
first in line for federal funds (o help
supplement existing  wetlands
preserves,

money the federal governmen might
allot to buy wetlands in the nekt few
years,

' Smith said he can't say hm{}much

But, he sald, President-elect George
Bush is committed o continuing a
wetlands and water resource fund that
finances such purchases,
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