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Rollins incinerator· I
efficiency doubted· 
By,808 ANDERSON 
Environmental editor 

It is "highly doubtful" that Rollins 
Environmental Services can safely 
operate its incinerator to bum PCBs on 
an ongoing basis, a group of LSU 
engineers say in a study of the 
incinerator located on Scenic Highway. 

The incinerator in which Rollins 

is not likely to be able to continue "safe 
operatipn and complete destruction of 
PCBs" on a long-term basis, the 
engineers state. 

The report, contracted by the city, 
describes a number of problems with 
both the incinerator and the hazardous 
waste.site in g�nerat_· 

The incinerator's '.'scrubber system is 
wa-nts to burn up . f, not d�signed to remove unburned 1 

• organic;s,," according to the report by PCB • 

pro a 
required' by 

the LSU engil)eers. 
I einerator upse.� in which the flame 

goes ,otit are highly probable and. 
�•emissions of hazardoµs material wil 

likely be _greate t during ,these upset.� 
the"repprt sta�es, N,o stack sampll 

Protection Agency urmg a test burn, it • 

(Continued from 1A) 

will be done dur.i11g tl\es� ups�.t!I.• 
The report also says that Rollins will 

not ·have an ongoing, program of' 
monitoring for incompletJly burned 
PCBs that leave tbe incinerator's stack. 

"Once the test burn is completed, 
there is no ongoing obligation or 
intention to monitor for non-combusted 
PCBs or the products of incomplete 
combusUon," according to the report. 

The controls for PCBs, according to 
the report, "are at best marginal arid 
cannot be considered as state-of-the-art.. 
• • Damn Trent, chief executive officer 
of Rolllna, on Monday described the 
lnclnerator as the best ln the nation. 

Rolllns maintains it can burn PCBs at 
the site without posing any health threat 
to the Baton Rouge area. 

Trent said the safe disposal of PCBs ls 
Important to the state and the nation, a 
point with wblch the LSU report agrees. 

But lt 1oes on to state that there ls 
t'flot much margin" between Rol11ns' 
�•P.roposed operation condltlons and 
mlnlrnum EPA 1tandards." 

The report allo says that lt apJ>ears 
that Rollins baa not formally completed 
a fault-tree analysts, ln whlcb lt 
ldentlfles tbtthlnp that could go wron1 
with tbe incinerator and computes the 
aauJnvolved and bow to deal wltb each 
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' "gen(�al appearan�e of the incineration 
t,�uttY is poor,'' and "hous�keepfng is 
inadeq'ijate.u 

Among the more technical 
comments, the engineers state(\ that the 
"susceptibility of the rotary kiln to 
temperature cycling" may be a "serious 
proolem." 

"The liquid PCB feed mixture must 
have the correct viscosity for proper 
atomization pressure and maximum 
incineration efficiency," the report 
says. ''This factor has not been 
addressed ln the proposal or operating 
procedures," 

On the positive side, the report states 
that Rolllns1 technical staff seems to be 
well-qualified and knowledgeable. 

At · present, the company ts 
monitoring everythln1 ldentlfled by 
EPA, 

The report 1u11eat1 that RolUns 
needs to install on•llne computer 
monitoring and controls. It also should. 
update, replace and retroflt older 
equipment and upsrade bouae�eepins. 

The enslneera also su11est that 
Rolllns conduct more monltorin1 and 
dlscontimae bumin1 during moderate to 
severe atmospheric tnveratons. 

Tom Blank of Romn, sald !fueadat 
nlght that it ls an "excellent repQrt'lanel 
Rolllna wm conatftr i111pleme'nt1n1 
LSU'11u11eetfo� 

He uld Rollffl 
the LSU ea, I 
detalJl,.ij 
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